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obey this order as an illegal one, on the ground that the
President had no right to send him out of the country on a
diplomatic errand unaccompanied by troops; he believed'it
was a trick of Johnson's, to get rid of him.

Then Sherman went to the President, who was very glad
to see him. Said Johnson: " I am sending General Grant
to Mexico, and I want you to command the army here in
his absence." " But," said Sherman, " Grant will not go!"
That startled Johnson, and he began arguing to show the
need there was of Grant's going. Sherman repeated the
positive statement that Grant would not go, and added that
he did not think the President in that matter could afford
to quarrel with the General. The upshot of the matter
was, that Johnson decided to send Sherman instead of
Grant, and Sherman consented to go, believing that thus
he was preventing an open rupture between Grant and the
Administration.

Sherman and Campbell went to Mexico, and spent some
weeks in trying to find Juarez, who was said to be with
his army in the field. Not succeeding in their quest, they
returned to Hew Orleans, and by Christmas Sherman was
back at St. Louis, convinced that he had been sent as a
ruse, on that idle errand. The President, he believed,
simply wanted to send Grant somewhere to get him out of
the way of his own political ambition.

Now came on the famous " Tenure of Office" affair.
Congress enacted, in March, 1867, a law providing that no
civil officer appointed for a definite term, by and^ with the
advice and consent of the Senate, should be removed before
the expiration of that term except with the consent of the
Senate. On August 5, following, the President demanded
Stanton's resignation as Secretary of War. Stanton, under
the above'named law, refused it A week later the Presidents and navy of the
